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Fear Of Fanny

Television chefs today dominate our screens and have sometimes even changed legislation
but, in the Sixties, one name was sure to send chills down the spines of housewives
everywhere: Fanny Cradock — arguably Britain’s most terrifying TV chef! This at times
hilarious yet poignant drama is about an ostensibly successful career woman who is
haunted by the demons of her past. The doyenne of housewives during the Sixties and
Seventies, Fanny’s diet-defying dishes,withering put-downs and pancake make-up made her
the scourge of traditional British cooking.

Writer and actress Julia Davis stars as Fanny and is joined by Nighty Night co-star Mark
Gatiss (League Of Gentlemen), who plays Fanny’s much-maligned husband, Johnnie. Devised
from interviews with Fanny’s colleagues, family and critics, Fear Of Fanny is written and
adapted by Brian Fillis, making his debut television adaptation from the critically acclaimed
stage play of the same name.

A BBC production.
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Tales From The Jungle —
Margaret Mead And
The Samoans

Exploring the work of Margaret Mead, this film
investigates the 12 months Mead spent with the Samoans
in the Twenties.

Her resulting book, Coming Of Age In Samoa, had a huge
impact on Western culture. Mead believed cultures like
the Samoans could teach people how to live in harmony.
Her book depicts a society of free love — devoid of
jealousy and teenage turmoil.

But, decades later; her work was criticised as being
tainted by her romantic views and strong belief in liberal
values. Tales From The Jungle examines whether Mead’s
study was merely misinterpretation and romantic
wishful thinking.

A BBC production.
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Tales From The Jungle —
Malinowski And The Trobriand Islanders

This film examines the work of Bronislaw Malinowski, often revered as the founding father
of modern anthropology. Malinowski famously “went native”, intending to live among the
mysterious tribes of the Trobriand Islands in the Pacific Ocean for 12 months. However,
the outbreak of the First World War forced him to stay for four years and the resulting
work he produced was seen as pioneering.

Some 25 years after his death, his newly published diaries revealed that he actually reviled
the islanders and dismissed them as backward savages. The revelation rocked the
reputation of both Malinowski and anthropology itself. This film returns to the islands to
explore Malinowski’s story and its legacy.

A BBC production.

First Contact

Adventurous and high-paying tourists are being offered the chance to make
“First Contact” with some of the world’s last remaining uncontacted tribes.

First contact with the outside world usually spells disaster for genuine uncontacted tribes.
Presented by Mark Anstice, an experienced expedition leader and author of a book also
called First Contact, this film looks at the complex issues surrounding the ethics of First
Contact and meets the people involved.

An Indus Films production.



Abdication

To mark the 70th anniversary of the shocking abdication of King Edward VIII in
December 1936, this fascinating and revealing documentary uncovers the truth behind the
constitutional crisis that rocked both the British establishment and the world.

Based on recently released information such as Cabinet minutes, Prime Minister’s
correspondence and Special Branch monitoring, in addition to archive media reports and
actual Royal correspondence, Abdication illustrates the intricate series of events that led to
Edward VIII’s painful decision to renounce the throne.

The film also exposes the secret roles many politicians, diarists and certain members of
the Royal Family played in blackening Wallace Simpson’s name and tarnishing Edward VIIl’s
reputation, uncovering just how the British public were manipulated into turning against
their once loved Monarch-to-be.

A Blakeway production.
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Voyages Of Discovery

Intrepid explorer Paul Rose travels the world to tell five gripping tales of adventure on
the high seas. This visually stunning series reveals the true stories of the men who set sail
into the unknown and made scientific discoveries that changed the world. Paul follows in
the wake of great adventurers such as Ferdinand Magellan and Captain James Cook. His
journey also takes him from the heat of the Ecuadorian jungle to the frozen wastes of the
north as he shows how the discoveries of lesser-known explorers have also impacted on
our lives and shaped the world in which we live today.

A BBC production.
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The People’s Chorus

A thousand voices come together to perform a
gargantuan, extremely difficult and rarely performed
musical masterpiece by English Tudor composer Thomas
Tallis.

A sublime musical meditation written for 40 interweaving
vocal lines, Spem in Alium is a breathtakingly beautiful 10-
minute wall of sound.

Spem in Alium is seldom performed because of the
complex vocal forces needed, but these singers —
members of the public — bravely come together to
rehearse the piece from scratch in a single day,
culminating in a live concert in Manchester’s
Bridgewater Hall.

The People’s Chorus is part of a larger celebration of
choral music on BBC Four, which also includes the Radio
3 Choir Of The Year, the UK’s largest singing competition.
In December 2006, choirs and vocal groups of all ages
from across the country will compete for the coveted
title at the Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff.

An lambic production.
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CALIFORNIA
DREAMING

In the mid-Seventies, California seemed as close
to paradise as almost any place on Earth. It was
sunny, it was rich, it was relaxed. For a moment,
before it all went wrong, and recession cast a
shadow across the sun, the “West Coast way”
seemed to offer the world a glimpse of just
how good life could be ... if you were lucky
enough to have the money, the looks or the
attitude to fit in. In a short season of
programmes, BBC Four casts a long look back
to a decade that still seems drenched in hazy
sun to explore the culture it produced, in
music, movies, art, design and politics.




Ranch And Raunch

The Seventies was the decade in which the new rich of
America’s wealthiest state built extravagant and
wonderful houses for themselves. In the canyons of LA,

on the ocean shore and across the deserts, a whole new

style of architecture emerged, ebullient and outrageous,
full of light and air — the “ranch style”, as it was known.
At the top end of the style curve, architects such as
Frank Gehry created their own take on the California
style, leaving behind the austerity of minimalism, building
houses that still delight and amaze today. But the lasting
legacy of Seventies California design didn’t come from
any big-name architect. If any two creations sum up the
hedonism of the times and deserve a place in the
pantheon of West Coast VWonderfulness, they are the

waterbed and the Jacuzzi. This film celebrates both in the

way in which they deserve to be celebrated.

A World Of Wonder production.
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California Dreaming

It was the distinctive sound of West Coast rock that
provided the soundtrack to the Seventies and placed
LA at the epicentre of the musical world. This film tells
the story of how the cool, sophisticated smooth sound
that characterised the work of The Eagles, Jackson
Browne, David Crosby and Graham Nash evolved from
the socially conscious songs of boys and girls with
acoustic guitars, and turned into the unique “easy
listening” rock that conquered the world. Musicians
and performers, industry heavyweights, fans and LA
scenesters tell their stories and describe how it all
ended in coked-out stadium superstardom at the end
of the decade.This is an epic tale of smooth guitar
sound, inspired genius, denim, drugs and greed.

A BBC production.
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The Man In The Mansion —
California Governors

Running the most populous state in the union, with a GDP bigger than that of many
sovereign nations, is never going to be an easy job. But for a large part of the last 50
years, Californians have made some distinctively LA-style choices about the person best
qualified to undertake it. In Ronald Reagan, Jerry Brown and, most recently, in Arnold
Schwarzenegger, they've voted for men who, in their very different ways, represent a
particularly Californian vision of what a politician should be. He can be liberal or
traditionalist, peacenik or warmonger, moralist or philanderer — but the one thing he must
be is a celebrity.

Presented by P} O’Rourke, The Man In The Mansion — California Governors considers the
unique role of the Californian Governor, where fame and politics are one and the same.
Politicians are expected to be larger than life, and the California Governors have been
happy to oblige, producing some of the strangest, most colourful and extraordinary
politicians in America.

A BBC production.



B[BIC]

ONE

B[B|C]

TWO

(BIB]C]

THREE

B]BIC]

FOUR

N

The BBC Press Office Website

THE LATEST FROM BBC PRESS AND PUBLICITY
bbc.co.uk/pressoffice

FAST, RELIABLE AND COMPREHENSIVE - FROM
BREAKING BBC STORIES TO IN-DEPTH PRESS
PACKS, THIS SEARCHABLE SITE HAS ALL THE
INFORMATION YOU NEED IN ONE PLACE

PRESS RELEASES AND BBC STATEMENTS
POSTED HERE FIRST

PROGRAMME INFORMATION - WEEKLY BULLETINS OF
NETWORK TV AND RADIO HIGHLIGHTS

PRESS PACKS FOR SEASON LAUNCHES
AND KEY PROGRAMMES

MORE THAN 400 BIOGRAPHIES, PLUS KEY
FACTS AND SPEECHES

COPYRIGHT NOTICE
The material contained in this Press Pack bulletin is protected by copyright which is owned
by the BBC and may not be reproduced or used other than in respect to BBC programmes.

© BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 2006

Al pictures BBC (pictures@bbc.co.uk) copyright except:

Anthropology Season © Getty Images
Tales from the jungle © Getty Images



